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he longstanding impacts are yet to come: The dark future

Not only does the loss of income and jobs affect access to food for many households with

disproportionately negative impacts on women, but the more severe impacts will be felt in the
future if we don't act now.

The next planting season is at risk:

One of the biggest challenges faced by smallholder farmers was the reduced access to
inputs (seeds, fertilizers), due to their increased costs and lockdown restrictions, including
the closure of borders and limited access to markets where such inputs are purchased.
Some 91% of research participants confirmed that they intend to continue to engage in
farming, fishing and livestock production over the next six months. But the current
situation means that they will probably be obliged to introduce changes, such as

reducing the size of their farm and changing crops, with great uncertainties of what this
will mean for their future income.

“l reduced the farm size and did not cultivate yam since the cost involved in cultivating yam is
higher. | concentrated more on the cereals to get better yield.” Gbande Veronica, smallholder
woman farmer from Northern/Nanumba North, Ghana

Anwara Begum, a woman smallholder farmer from Sunamgonj, Bangladesh, stated: “I am still

struggling with the situation. | am surviving by catching fish from ponds and producing vegetables
such as onion, garlic, lentils, chillies etc. on land”.

Another challenge is the reduced access to extension services. This is coupled with an
increased reliance on fertilisers and chemicals, with governments distributing them through
public schemes. This will increase small-holder farmers’ input costs and be detrimental to
agricultural ecosystems in the long run.

A male extension officer, Trymore Chinyama, from Makoni, Zimbabwe, who supports 1428
smallholders, reflected: “Covid-19 has resulted in a lot of changes. There is limited movement in
the Chiendambuya area where | work. Our work has been affected in terms of mobility. We are no
longer able to move around and conduct trainings with large gatherings. We have to adhere to the
Covid restrictions of avoiding large gatherings and observing social distancing. The restrictions
have greatly affected our work”.

Another participant from Tanzania pointed out when she was discussing the pivotal importance of
soil mapping: “The government uses a lot of money to import fertilizer without checking what
nutrient[s] lack from the soil - this affects productivity”. Mariam Zablon, a woman smallholder
farmer from Dodoma, Tanzania.
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ACTIONAIQ Call TO ACTI1OI

Women smallholder farmers are the primary food producers across Africa and Asia. A Covid-19
relief package that is fine-tuned to the needs of women smallholder farmers, including through
the development of gender-sensitive social protection programmes, and measures to addresse
both immediate needs and ensure their rights are fulfilled in the longer term, is the most pressing
need. Some 91% of research participants confirmed that they intend to continue engaging in
farming, fishing and livestock production over the next six months. We therefore urge that
governments and donors take actions to ensure that.

1. Women smallholder farmers are in urgent need of seed capital and interest-free financing
to invest in farming activities and switch to cultivations that respond to new and
unprecedented demands.

2. Women need improved access to technical assistance, equipment and agricultural inputs
tailored to their needs, means and time availability. These range from support to better
adapt to climate change (such as easy access to weather information, soil mapping, and
agroecological practices to improve agro-ecosystems, build climate resilience, and
improve fertility and productivity of soils), as well as support to enable women
small-holders to adapt to changing and fluctuating markets (for instance, support to
diversify crops, for the processing of food and non-food products, and income generation
activities). Government procurement programmes that prioritize products from women
small-holder farmers groups and cash transfers for women are essential.

3. Women need quality, gender-responsive infrastructure to reach local and domestic
markets safely and in reasonable time, to store and process crops that cannot be sold, to
easily access water and firewood, and enhance the productivity of their farms. Across the
14 countries, the women interviewed highlighted better roads and transport connecting
them with markets and urban centres as critical enabling tfactors for their livelihoods.

4. Governments must enact their regulatory role and enforce legal frameworks to protect
the rights of farmers and prevent speculators from profiting from their hard labour. Such
regulatory measures relate to the monitoring of markets, the regulation of food prices,
and government intervention to keep supply chains functioning, while also enforcing
quality assurance on seeds and inputs.

5. Women'’s human rights must be guaranteed. The specific challenges faced by women in
agriculture, including the prevailing marginalisation and exclusion of women farmers due
to patriarchal norms, need to be addressed. In particular, women must have secure
access to and control over land and other productive natural resources, which in many
countries is fraught with legal and administrative obstacles, exposing women to a whole
range of vulnerabilities and rights denials. Women'’s right to their right to meaningful
participation in the decision-making processes, including with respect to Covid-related
measures, must be recognized and fulfilled. Women and girls’ caring responsibilities must
be recognised, reduced and redistributed, through tor example investments in quality,
gender responsive public services in rural areas, including healthcare, the establishment
of early childcare centres, water and sanitation, and child feeding programmes.

6. Governments must recognize the rise and intensification in GBV, classify GBV services,
including women’s shelters, as essential services that can continue to operate during
lockdown and urgently increase resources to prevent and respond to GBV to levels that
are commensurate with the crisis, including direct funding to Women'’s Rights
Organizations.

7. In order to address all these needs, Governments must play their part by discussing and
coordinating their efforts through the Committee on World Food Security and by funding
the Global Agriculture Food Security Program. This includes the launch of its
extraordinary call for proposals which is due in early 2021, targeting producer
organizations, as well as low-income countries that are highly affected by the crisis.

References:

"'GBV is rooted in patriarchal norms that condone the dominance and control over women, their bodies and their lives by men. It can include actual or the threat of physical, sexual or psychological
or economic harm, with women commonly blamed for somehow ‘provoking’ such attacks, for instance, by transgressing or failing to meet stereotypical gender norms. Even before Covid, globally on
average, one in three women experience violence in their lifetimes (Ref: https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/violence-against-women), and for many this is a daily occurrence. GBV has
dramatically intensified during Covid, especially intimate partner violence, and has been dubbed a ‘shadow pandemic’ by UN Women
(https://www.unwomen.org/en/news/in-focus/in-focus-gender-equality-in-covid- 1 9-response/violence-against-women-during-covid-19)

2 In posing questions around GBY, research teams were trained on the need to follow a sensitive and survivor-led approach to the interviews, including with respect to privacy, confidentiality and
informed consent, as well as safeguarding, including halting interviews if distress was detected and referring participants to appropriate support services.
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